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ASLT Winner!

Dear Parents and Friends,
ASLT has done it again --- new
awards, outstanding math
achievement in Noetic contest
and our kindergarten and 6th
grade graduations coming up!

Upcoming Event
Jun 13
Summer Starts

We are so proud to recently learn ASLT was
voted “Best of the Best” Silver Award 2015 for
Best Tutoring Service by the Union Tribune
Community Press! In 2014 we won the Bronze
Award and this year’s prize is a step up to
second place!

We just held the awards ceremony for all our
Noetic math contest participants and you will
July 4
see many of their pictures along with their
Independence Day outstanding achievements. This year’s
competition was even more intense because of
School Closed
almost 6,000 additional students entering the
contest nationwide!
Aug 29
Several students from ASLT were among the
Back To School
nearly 150,000 students worldwide to
participate in the math Olympiad program.
There was a series of five monthly contests of
five problems each under the weekly practice
sessions of teacher and coach Gary Guan. He
taught the children to solve unusual difficult
problems and to think creatively. See the article
on the winners!!
We are fast approaching summer and time for
Summer Camp! In addition to our wide variety
of classes, we have added for the first time ever
--- Manners and Health Science classes.

“Best of the Best” in North
Coast: Silver Award for
Best Tutoring Service
-----By UT Community Press
Newspaper

Many of our parents have asked for a
Manners class in the past and here it is!
The class will focus on manners in the
home, at school, at social events, in
restaurants and just how to be a mannerly
person. The Health class by popular
demand, will focus on nutrition, exercise,
lifelong habits, how the body works and
more.
We also are offering our Chinese for
Credit classes that have been approved by
San Diego School District and San
Dieguito Union High School. Summer is
a great time to focus on a language course.
So if you haven’t signed up for Summer
Camp come on in! We’re here to help
your child achieve the perfect balance of
summer play and learning!
Hong Yu
Principal

MATH OLYMPIAD WINNERS!
Six of our mathletes won national awards for excellence within Division E for grades 4-6 and were
among the nearly 150,000 students worldwide to participate in this year’s math Olympiad program.
The gold pin is awarded to those in at least the 98% percentile – the top 2%. Owen Nie with a
score of 22/25 points was in this extraordinary group. The Silver pin is awarded to those in the 90
to 97th percentiles, including the following students: Eric Shi in 4th grade (21/25) and Kevin Luo in
4th grade (21/25) The embroidered felt patch is awarded to those in the top 50% of all participants,
including: Nitika Tatineni in 4th grade (17/25 top 20%), Michelle Fan in 4th grade (14/25 top 30%)
and Sophia Xie in 4th grade (14/25 top 30%). Most all our students were competing against upper
level students and everyone takes the same test. Special applause to Kevin Liu, an ambitious 3rd
grader with a positive attitude who took on the challenge and said it was a great learning
experience. Well done everyone!!! Congratulations!

MEET OUR TWO NEW DIRECTORS!
MATHEMATICS: MR. DAVID MENG
Mr. Meng holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Sciences and a Master of
Arts in Curriculum and Instruction. He has been a didactic
educator teaching over 18 years in the public and private
education sectors. Teaching is his life! He has several years

Mr. David Meng

teaching in elementary school and over 12 years of high school
instruction. His military background emphasizes the core values
of honor, integrity and respect. David’s personal philosophy
statement: “The future of our nation rests on educating and
investing in our youth. We need to give our children the skills,
opportunities and purpose necessary to make an impact on earth
and bring about global change.”

MS. TRISH NEUBRAND
ART: MS. TRISH NEUBRAND
Ms. Neubrand graduated from Iowa State University with a
degree of Master of Arts in Education. Her vast experience
includes 25 years of teaching in K-12 schools including 12 years
in the United States and 13 years at International schools
overseas – Australia, Egypt, Spain, Philippines and Thailand.
“My goal is to help children acquire a better understanding of art
as a way of learning about themselves and the world around
them. Art inspires students to create and express themselves
`
along
with encouraging critical thinking and problem solving

skills.”

A BIG WELCOME TO DAVID AND TRISH!!!

Kids Create The Future

MORE MATH:
DEPARTMENT UPDATE
NEW TEACHER: Ms. Radostina Zlatanov
We know there have been several teacher changes in the math
department and we’ve spent a significant amount of time and

Ms. Radostina Zlatanov

effort to find a stable long-term replacement with great
experience. We have found Radostina Zlatanov who started on
April 11. Ms. Zlatanov holds a Master’s Degree in Education
and a Master’s Degree in Solid State Physics. She also has a
California Teaching Credential for a single subject in
Mathematics and Physics. She has more than 10 years teaching
experience at the high school and college levels, teaching

In Math Class

physics, algebra, geometry and more. Other courses include
Web Design, Quality Control, Space Research, high school
French and AP courses in Statistics, Calculus and Math SAT.
She is passionate about honesty, fairness, work ethics and
helping others. After her first week at Learning Tree she
exclaimed, “The students are so smart here!”

MEET SOURBALL AND SKITTLES!
THE FIRST MEMBERS IN OUR NEW ANIMAL CLUB!
Many of our children don’t have pets at home so by popular demand,
Learning Tree has started a small animal zoo! Our first two pets are
Guinea Pigs. They were adopted from Petco and have been together
for two years. They are both males and two different breeds: One is a
Crested Guinea pig and the other is an American breed. Miss Aarshvi
Shah is the Chairman of the Club and other members are Holly
Zhang and Melinda Lu. To name the animals, the Club came up with
a list of five names each, went around to all the classrooms and held a
vote. It was an overwhelming victory for Skittles (the American) and
Sourball (the Crested). They are truly beautiful, healthy and have
adapted well to mixing and mingling with the students. Now we have
to figure out what to get next!

Skittles (Left), Sourball (Right)

THE LATEST NEWS IN
ASLT TABLE TENNIS!
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Women Open
Yangyang Jia (First Place, Right)
Maggie Yao (Second Place, Middle)
Earl Alto (Coach, Left)

victory SDTTA’s team clinched the main event of the

tournament. In the semifinals of the most difficult singles
event, DJ Alto was able to pull off a comeback victory against
Ted Li who was the defending champion from the last
tournament. DJ was ranked 6th in the nation a few years ago.
The ASLT team continues to evolve, grow and learn that only

Under 13 - Year - Old Group
Yerim Song (First Place, Left)
Justin Pan (Second Place, Middle)
Hong Yu (Principal, Right)

comes from competition.

Under 11 - Year - Old Group
Justin Pan (First Place, Middle)
Crystal Liu (Second Place, Left)
Earl Alto (Coach, Right)

SPRING FLUTE FESTIVAL:
At the Flute Guild Spring Festival, our students received 6 gold
medals and 5 silver medals. Our very own 7 year old Michelle
Sun was the youngest flutist to receive a gold medal in the
history of the San Diego Flute Guild! Congratulations Michelle!
Michelle Sun
The Youngest Gold Medal
Winner

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT:
We had 13 students participate in Certificate of Merit (CM) this
year. CM is a rigorous and progressive music training and
evaluation program sponsored by the Music Teachers
Association of California. All 13 students passed their
performance evaluations and theory exams!
In addition, we had 8 students qualify for the Branch Honors
Recital! In order to qualify for branch honors, you need
superior grades for performance repertoire, sight reading, and
technique, as well as, scoring above 80% on the theory and ear
training exam. This was a very big honor and we are extremely
pleased and proud of the results!

Caroline Bao

Kevin Li

PRINCIPAL’S DAUGHTER GRADUATES
FROM UC BERKELEY:

Liyang Li, daughter of ASLT owners Hong Yu and Hongbin Li, just
graduated from the University of California at Berkeley on Thursday,
May 19, 2016. Liyang went to Berkeley in the fall of 2012. Her major
was Cognitive Science which is one of Berkeley’s most interdisciplinary
degree-granting programs. It is the study of the mind from many
different disciplines, including biology, computer science, linguistics,
philosophy, psychology, and anthropology. The students who succeeded
in completing this eclectic major were commended not only for their
academic performance, but for their intellectual flexibility.

CONGRATULATIONS LIYANG!
YOUR ASLT FAMILY IS SO PROUD OF YOU!!

Grace Li

Jack Bao

