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Dear Parents and Friends,

Calendar
Chinese New
Year
Feb 7
Presidents Day
Camp
Feb 12,
Feb 15 to 19
Valentine’s Day
Feb 14

Here we are again! Another
beginning. A new year. An
opportunity to reflect on our lives,
look for any changes we want to
make, always for the better. It’s
the year of the Monkey. Monkey
people are quick and clever. They
constantly enjoy new diversions,
new experiences, new challenges
and simply can’t stand to be
bored.

As we all enter the New Year,
here at Learning Tree our
primary goal is to have a long
lasting, positive impact on each
and every child we serve. I
wish you a healthy, happy and
prosperous New Year!

More specifically, it’s the year of
Hong Yu
the Fire Monkey. Irrepressibly
Principal
sparkly, the Fire Monkey is
perpetually energized and
impassioned. Self-confident and
highly competitive, this Monkey is
inventive, impetuous, imaginative
and has very strong nerve.
Initiative is a key word in its
description. So taking the best
from the Monkey description,
ASLT welcomes the New Year
full speed ahead to improve, be
innovative and be the best after
school program in San Diego for
your children.
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NOETIC LEARNING MATH CONTEST 2016:

The Noetic Learning Math Contest is a biannual math challenge for elementary
students. The goal of the competition is to encourage young students’ interest in
math, to develop their problem solving skills, and to inspire them to excel in math.
During the contest, students are given 45 minutes to independently solve 20
problems with paper and pencil only, no calculators. The problems can cover a
broad range of mathematics skills taught in school, including:
 Computation and number properties
 Pattern and algebra
 Geometry and measurement
 Probability and statistics
Noetic Learning provides problems that challenge students to think creatively and
to apply problem solving skills. The contest will take place on April 13, 2016, but
preparation has already begun.

AMERICAN CHINESE CULTURE AND EDUCATION
FOUNDATION (ACCEF) CHINESE NEW YEAR GALA:
The year 2016 marks the 10 year anniversary for the ACCEF Charity Performing
Event Series that promotes culture, charity and community in San Diego. This year
the co-host and chair of the event is Principal Hong Yu from our school. The event
was on Jan 24 and gained huge success.
ACCEF is a leading non-profit, non-political, non-religious
public charity organization dedicated to promoting
Chinese culture and education in the U.S. and helping less
privileged children in rural areas of China to finish their
education.

END OF YEAR TABLE TENNIS
GREAT NEWS:
It was a challenging holiday season for the ASLT table tennis team. From the North
American team’s championship in Washington DC to the U.S. National Championship
in Las Vegas, this table tennis season was full of competition. Team captain Earl Alto
spent his Thanksgiving in the East Coast at the Washington tournament. There he
teamed up with Kris Sabas from Minnesota and Roman Osmanov from New York to
win second place in Division 2. Earl and his team were undefeated until the finals. He
went on to finish with 20 wins 1 loss record. Not an easy task given that Division II
had an average rating of 2300-2400.
Two weeks later the most elite members of the team headed for Las Vegas. They
were unable to win any events and the best finish was that of Daryl Sterling who won
a bronze medal in the under 1900 rated even. The competition was very tough and
although no one won an event they all fought very well. The 2015 U.S. Nationals was
a good experience for the young ASLT table tennis team and now they are ready to
take on the Nationals in 2016 and bring home medals!

ASLT STUDENTS MUSIC RECITAL
AT RONALD McDONALD HOUSE
On December 13, piano teacher, Ms. Galina Talis, led 25
Learning Tree students to the Ronald McDonald House and
performed a wonderful music show for the patients’ families of
children with rare diseases.
The show was dedicated to the families of patients, originally,
but reporters on the scene noticed that there were other
patients that attended with their families. It’s well known that
classical, graceful music can bring unfortunate families and their
children some consolation. It’s believed that beautiful melodic
music of piano and flute can help dispel inner anxieties and
relieve physical and mental fatigue.
Piano teacher Ms. Galina told reporters, “I hope that this show
allows children to be able to realize life is good no matter the
circumstances. Our students have never experienced these
situations before, but they empathized with the patients the
moment we arrived.”
Learning Tree Principal, Hong Yu said, “This is a very meaningful
event, and children learned the charm of music through this
activity. We are very grateful for our Learning Tree piano
teacher, Ms. Galina Talis and flute teacher, Ms. Vivian Bergova.
In addition, we appreciate our volunteer, Miss Li Wenjing, who
built up contacts between After School Learning Tree and
Ronald McDonald House. We look forward to our students
performing every two months for these precious children.”

FLUTE STUDIO WINNERS:
We are so proud of our flute studio students and we
are especially happy to announce some recent successful
competitions by our members. Congratulations to Helen
Zhu, Caroline Bao, and Michelle Zhang for
recent accomplishments:

Helen Zhu, 13, received 3rd place in the
Intermediate Solo Wind Division in the annual
MS. VIVIAN BERGOVA VOCE Competition. The VOCE Competition
was founded in 1971 by the Music Teachers
Association of California, which honors and recognizes outstanding
vocalists, orchestral soloists, chamber music groups and
ensembles.

Helen Zhu
Ms. Vivian’s Student

Caroline Bao (9th grade) and Michelle Zhang
(10th grade) received 3rd Place in VOCE
Intermediate Ensemble Division and
“Superior Rating” at the San Diego Flute Guild
Chamber Fest.
Keep up the good work,
everyone!! Congratulations!
Ms. Vivian and Ms. Alina

Caroline Bao and Michelle Zhang
Ms. Vivian’s Student
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